214                                LOTH AIR.

Lothair had passed a happy morning, For he baa con-
trived, without difficulty, to be the companion of Theodora
during the greater part of it. As the Duchess and Lady
Oorisande had already inspected the castle, they disappeared
after breakfast to write letters; and when the after-luncheon
expedition took place, Lothair allotted them to the care of
Lord Carisbrooke, and himself became the companion of
Lady St. Jerome and Theodora.

Notwithstanding all his efforts in the smoking-room, St.
Aldegonde had only been able to induce Colonel Campian
to be his companion in the shooting expedition, and the
Colonel fell into the lure only through his carelessness and
good-nature. He much doubted the discretion of his de-
cision as he listened to Lord St. Aldegonde's reasons for the
expedition in their rapid journey to the mooi'S.

*I do not suppose,' he said, *wo shall have any good
sport; but when you are in Scotland and come to me, as I
hope you will, I will give you something you will like.
But it is a great thing to get off seeing the Towers, and
the gardens, and all that sort of thing. Nothing bores me
so much as going over a man's house. Besides, wo get rid
of the women/

The meeting between the two guardians did not promise
to be as pleasant as that between the Bishop and the Car-
dinal, but the crusty Lord Culloden was scarcely a, match
for the social dexterity of his Eminence. The Cardinal,
crossing the room, with winning ceremony approached and
addressed his colleague.

* We can have no more controversies, my Lord, for our
reign is over ;' and he extended a delicate hand, which the
surprised peer touched with a huge finger.

'Yes; it all depends on himself now/ replied Lord Oul-
ioden with a grim smile ; i and I hope he will not make a
fool of himself.'

* What have you got for us to-night ? ' enquired Lothair